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diers , and, as a yet more extraordinary phenomenon, the sanguinary Roman spectators showed signs of compunction at their sufferings The poor beasts were quiet and harmless When wounded with the lances, they turned away, threw up their trunks, and trotted round the circus, crying, as if in protest against wanton cruelty. The story went that they were half human, that they had been seduced on board the African transports by a promise that they should not be ill-used, and they were supposed to be appealing to the godsJ Ciceio alludes to the scene in a letter to one of his friends Mentioning Pom-pey's exhibitions with evident contempt, he adds " There remained the hunts, which lasted five days All say that they were very fine But what pleasure can a sensible person find in seeing a clumsy performer torn by a wild beast, or a noble animal pierced with a hunting spear ? The last day was given to the elephants , not interesting to me, however delightful to the rabble A certain pity was felt for them, as if the elephants had some affinity with man " 2
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